
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Visit the Museum This Summer 

 
The Mount Holly Community Historical 
Museum open on Saturdays and Sundays 
beginning Memorial Day Weekend through 
the end of August. The hours are 2 to 4pm or 
by appointment by calling 802-259-2460 or 
802-259-2049. 
 
The Will White Blacksmith Shop on 
Tarbellville Road contains the tool collection, 
farming equipment, early school items, the 
post office, and the Surrey that was used to 
bring people to the village from the railroad 
stations. Also on display are the creations 
made by a travelling druggist who was the 
last person to live in the building. 
 
The Perkins House Museum on the Belmont 
Church Green holds Perkins family items, our 
state’s Terrestrial Fossil, the mammoth tusk, 
an Estey organ used across the street in the 
Methodist Church, photo albums, and 
information about the Chase Toy Factory. 
 

 
Mark Your Calendars 

Visit Our Facebook page and website:  
www.mounthollyvtmuseum.org for details! 

July 4th 

Parade at 11am 

Museum Open from 10 am to Noon 

Saturday - July 13th 

 Belmont Village Tour  

2 pm (collection tour if raining) Meet town 
historian Dennis Devereux at the Perkins 

House. 

 

Tuesday - July 16th 

Annual Meeting 

Odd Fellows Hall at 6 pm starting with a potluck 
meal and short business meeting. 

Presentation by Roger Albee about the history 
of agriculture in Vermont. 

Sunday - August 4th 

Quilt Talk  

Perkins House 2pm  

The Community Guild will share information 
about the museum’s quilt collection and 

demonstrate quilting techniques.  

Saturday - August 10th 

Road Tour to Early Mill Sites 

2pm Meet town historian Dennis Devereux at 
the Perkins House. 

Saturday – August 31st 

Annual Roast Pork Dinner 

First seating at 5:00 pm 
Take Out Available 

The Odd Fellows Hall, Belmont 
All You Can Eat - Served Home Style 

Adults $15 - Children 11 and Under $8 

October 12th and 13th 

Cider Days  

Museum Open Saturday 10am - 4 pm and 
Sunday Noon to 4pm 
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Year in Review 

      By Board Chair Stephen Michel 
The past year continued to be a challenge for 
the Museum. But the Museum buildings were 
opened in May and through the summer, for 
Cider Days and by appointment. The working 
groups addressed different aspects of the 
Museum; buildings, fund raising, publicity, 
acquisition, and education. These groups are 
working hard to improve the museum. If 
interested in helping, please contact any 
Board member. 
We determined repairs and maintenance for 
the buildings are needed. During the last year 
we painted the Perkins House, replaced 
clapboard, repaired dry rot in the window sills 
and replaced a window that had significant 
dry rot.. We are presently evaluating what 
needs to be done to repair the Will White 
Blacksmith Shop. Last year we thought we 
only had to repair the post and beam 
construction and reside the back wall. But on 
further examination it was determined that 
there was more wrong with the building. The 
roof and foundation need repairs due to water 
damage over the years and from last years 
flood. We had it examined by the Preservation 
Trust of Vermont and local contractors. Our 
best guess, at the present time, is that repairs 
will cost over $40,000, possibly over $80,000, 
depending on what is found. We will be 
applying for grants, but our normal operating 
cost are about $10,000 a year.  
The need to address the maintenance issues 
requires us to raise additional funds this year. 
Please become a member and volunteer, as 
we continue to save and display our town’s 
rich history. 
The Museum has mammoth themed items for 
sale, including Mattie, the stuffed mammoth, 
t-shirts, hats, mugs, puzzles and holiday 
ornaments. 
Stop by the Museum. View our unique 
collection. Such as the Vermont’s Terrestrial 
Fossil (Mammoth Tusk), a John Deere 
Number 1 and a unique typewriter. Take the 
testwhere you try to identify what various 
tools are used for. Learn how our ancestors 
lived and worked. Learn about your town. 

We like to say we are a community. Please 
join us. 
 
 
Membership Information 

 
Membership categories: 
Individual $10 
Family $25 
Patron $100 
Friend $250 
Or any amount you wish to 
contribute. 
 

DECORATION DAY AND THE 
MEN THAT SERVED IN WORLD 

WAR II 

Since we recently observed Memorial Day, it 
is fitting to present this article. The 30th of 
May was the traditional day that we honor all 
those who made the ultimate sacrifice.  

 

Originally known as Decoration Day, it began 
shortly after the Civil War to mark the graves 
of veterans. By the 1890’s in Mount Holly the 
locals marched with the school children to the 
large Mechanicsville Cemetery to hold a 
ceremony to recognize the men that served. 
This procession was led by Civil War Veteran 
Charles Wesley Priest until his death in 1932. 
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There are many photographs in the museum’s 
albums that show the procession and the 
group posing for a photograph at the home of 
Mr. Priest after the event. It is said that he 
had oranges and bananas shipped in to give 
to all that attended. About 1920, it was likely 
the only time this type of fruit was made 
available to them. 

 

Our historical museum in Belmont holds items 
from the Civil War through World War II that 
belonged to Mount Holly soldiers. A couple of 
them you may not know about are pictured 
here. 

One is a two-sided panel listing the names of 
those who served in WW II. The other piece 
is a banner with stars that represent each of 
them. The banner was likely made by the 
Community Church Guild members shortly 
after the war.  

 

Take notice of the 2 gold stars located near 
the top center that represent the two young 
Mount Holly men who lost their lives. One star 
is for Wendell Pratt, son of Clifford and Rita 
Pratt, who died at sea and the other star is for 
Everett Devereux, Jr., son of Everett, Sr. and 
Cilva Devereux who was killed on Iwo Jima. 
Wendell is the uncle of Christine Pratt and 
Everett is the younger brother of Allen 
Devereux.  

Mount Holly Community Historical Museum, 
 Board of Directors 

 Lynn Anderson 
Maggie Blane  
Philip Blyskal 
June Capron 

Philippe Crane  
Dennis Devereux 

Craig Fortier  
Maria Fortier  

Susie Hamilton  
Mary Leonard 
Karen Lyon  

Stephen Michel  
Judy Nevin  
Paul Nevin  

Carol Serravezza  
Peter Smith  

Alison Weintraub  
Richard Weintraub  

Robin Eatmon (Curator) 
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FESTIVAL OF LIGHTS 
LIVE AUCTION 

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 7th 

 Preview begins at 4pm 
 

 
 

NEW AT THE MUSEUM 
 

 
 

Board member Peter Smith volunteers with VT Fish 
and Wildlife.  When wardens pick up road killed 
fisher, bobcat or otter, the carcasses are brought 
and added to the carcasses that trappers have 
turned in to the Department after the animal has 
been skinned. Volunteers then pull specific teeth 
depending on the species which are then sent to a 
lab in Montana that determines the age of the 
animal, so the Department then knows where the 
animal came from, what its sex is, how much it 
weighed and its age, all of which helps the 
Department set the seasons and taking limits. 
Although, Fish and Wildlife didn’t provide location 
information for the female fisher and bobcat; the 
male fisher was killed on Healdville Road here in 

Mount Holly. These 3 animal skins were given to 
Peter and he had them mounted professionally. 
Peter donated them to the museum and created the 
display as part of our natural history collection. 
 

 

 
 
 

GIFT SHOP ITEMS 
Mugs $10.00 

T-shirts short sleeve $15.00 
T-shirts long sleeve SPF50 $25 

Hooded and Crew Sweatshirts $35 
Standing Mammoth Cutout $20 

Mammoth Ornament $10 
Woolly Mammoth Puzzles $20 
Woolly Mammoth Plush $20 
Mammoth Key/Bag tags $8 

 

 
 

Books 
A History of Mt. Holly 

by Carroll Tarbell 
$50 plus shipping 

 
Mt. Holly, Its Early Days 

by James F. Holden 
$10 plus shipping 


