
​The Historical Museum marked a​
​busy and excellent year in 2025​
​Yearly Report submitted by Mary Leonard (edited)​

​Both​ ​Perkins​ ​House​ ​and​ ​The​ ​Will​ ​White​ ​Blacksmith​
​Shop​​Museums​​were​​open​​for​​the​​three​​summer​​months:​
​June,​ ​July​ ​and​ ​August​ ​with​ ​browsing​​on​​Saturdays​​and​
​Sundays and other hours as  requested.​

​There​ ​was​ ​wonderful​ ​participation​ ​by​ ​the​ ​Mount​​Holly​
​Community​ ​supporting​ ​our​ ​big​ ​events​ ​including​ ​the​
​Annual​​Meeting​​Pot​​Luck,​​The​​Labor​​Day​​Ham​​Dinner,​
​Cider​​Days​​and​​the​​annual​​December​​fundraiser,​​Festival​
​of Lights.​

​The​ ​Museum​ ​Board​ ​undertook​ ​a​ ​serious​ ​Fundraiser​​for​
​the​ ​crucial​ ​restoration​ ​of​ ​the​ ​Will​ ​White​ ​Blacksmith​
​Shop.​ ​We​​are​​most​​grateful​​for​​the​​generous​​outpouring​
​from​ ​the​ ​Mount​ ​Holly​ ​Community​ ​for​ ​the​ ​Will​ ​White​
​Blacksmith Shop Fundraiser.​

​At​ ​the​ ​Annual​ ​July​​Meeting​​and​​Pot​​Luck,​​Susan​​Persa​
​from​ ​Windham,​ ​VT​​presented​​an​​interesting​​talk​​on​​her​
​experience​ ​growing​ ​up​ ​on​ ​a​ ​farm​ ​in​​the​​1940’s​​and​​the​
​family’s maple sugar process.​

​Early​ ​on​ ​Saturday​ ​of​ ​Labor​ ​Day​ ​weekend,​ ​Board​
​members set up for our Annual Ham Dinner. We​
​served​ ​both​ ​sit-down​ ​and​ ​take-home​ ​meals,​ ​topped​ ​off​
​by​ ​pies​ ​brought​ ​by​​Board​​members,​​which​​were​​deeply​
​appreciated as usual.​

​Cider​ ​Days​ ​captured​ ​Mount​ ​Holly​ ​during​ ​the​ ​October​
​holiday​ ​weekend.​ ​The​ ​Green​ ​and​ ​nearby​ ​street​ ​space​
​featured​ ​vendors​ ​selling​ ​interesting​ ​handmade​ ​items,​
​food​ ​and​ ​beverages.​ ​This​ ​year,​​attendance​​records​​were​
​set​​on​​both​​days.​​Our​​Museum​​merchandise​​(shirts,​​caps,​
​and​​stuffed​​woolly​​mammoths)​​helped​​us​​raise​​funds​​and​
​contributed to the generous spirit of the event.​

​The​ ​year​ ​2025​ ​ended​ ​with​ ​our​ ​Festival​​of​​Lights​​at​​the​
​Odd​ ​Fellows​ ​Hall​ ​in​ ​December.​ ​Homemade​ ​hors​
​d’oeuvres​ ​accompanied​ ​a​ ​live​ ​auction​ ​featuring​ ​115​
​items​​generously​​supplied​​by​​local​​merchants,​​artists​​and​
​artisans,​ ​and​ ​community​ ​members​ ​who​ ​donated​
​household​ ​treasures.​ ​It​ ​was​ ​a​ ​successful​ ​evening​ ​of​
​celebration and good cheer.​

​Festival Of Lights - All set  for the Auction - December 2025​

​In​ ​the​ ​Spring​ ​of​ ​2026​ ​Board​ ​Members​ ​presented​
​educational​​programs​​to​​the​​early​​grades​​from​​the​​Mount​
​Holly​​Elementary​​School.​​Kindergarten​​students​​through​
​4th​ ​Graders​ ​visited​ ​the​ ​Museum,​ ​where​ ​programs​ ​with​
​handcrafted​ ​books​ ​that​ ​were​ ​specifically​ ​prepared​ ​for​
​each​ ​school​ ​level.​ ​Kindergartners​ ​learned​ ​about​ ​“The​
​Chase​ ​Toy​ ​Factory.”​ ​They​ ​looked​ ​at​ ​the​ ​toys​ ​from​ ​the​
​Collection​ ​and​ ​played​ ​with​ ​the​ ​wooden​​toys​​outside​​on​
​the church green.​

​The​ ​First​ ​graders​ ​listened​ ​to​ ​their​ ​book,​ ​“Mount​ ​Holly​
​One​​Room​​School​​Houses,”​​toured​​the​​Blacksmith​​Shop​
​school​ ​collection,​ ​and​ ​practiced​ ​writing​ ​words​ ​in​ ​chalk​
​on the old individual Mount Holly Blackboards.​

​The​​Second​​Graders​​met​​at​​the​​Blacksmith​​Shop​​to​​listen​
​to​​their​​Book,​​“Farming​​in​​Mount​​Holly.”​​They​​explored​
​the Shop and took the “Tool Matchup” evaluation.​

​1​



​Finally,​​the​​Third​​and​​Fourth​​Graders​​learned​​about​​“The​
​Farmer’s​ ​Wife.”​ ​They​ ​gathered​ ​upstairs​ ​in​ ​the​ ​Perkins​
​House​ ​for​ ​the​ ​book​​reading,​​and​​then​​they​​explored​​the​
​extensive​​collection​​on​​living​​in​​Mount​​Holly:​​weaving,​
​quilting,​ ​making​ ​jewelry,​ ​viewing​ ​a​ ​sewing​ ​machine​
​collection​ ​and​ ​an​ ​old​ ​typewriter​ ​along​ ​with​ ​furnished​
​rooms​ ​displaying​ ​changes​ ​throughout​ ​the​ ​years.​ ​These​
​students​ ​made​ ​candles​ ​and​ ​planted​ ​radishes​ ​to​ ​take​
​home.​

​Over​ ​the​ ​years​​it​​is​​heartwarming​​to​​find​​former​​Mount​
​Holly​ ​students​ ​stopping​ ​by​ ​to​ ​visit​ ​the​ ​museum.​ ​Their​
​visits at younger ages have motivated them to return!​

​Mechanicsville Becomes​
​Belmont Village​

​By Museum Chair, Dennis Devereux​

​I​ ​wish​ ​I​ ​had​ ​a​​nickel​​for​​every​​time​​people​​have​​pulled​
​into​ ​Belmont​ ​Village​ ​and​ ​asked​ ​“if​ ​this​ ​is​ ​Belmont,​
​where​​is​​Mount​​Holly?”.​​My​​answer​​is​​always​​the​​same,​
​you​ ​are​ ​in​ ​Mount​ ​Holly​ ​with​ ​the​ ​village​ ​and​ ​several​
​hamlets making up our town.​

​Historic Marker in Belmont​

​The​ ​first​ ​use​​of​​Mechanicsville​​is​​in​​the​​land​​records​​in​
​the​​early​​1800s.​​The​​county​​road​​went​​from​​the​​Turnpike​
​south​​through​​the​​village.​​Abraham​​Jackson,​​Jr.​​claimed​
​the​ ​land​ ​around​ ​Jackson’s​ ​Pond.​ ​He​ ​built​ ​the​ ​first​
​sawmill​​next​​to​​the​​pond​​about​​1796.​​Soon​​the​​area​​also​
​had​ ​a​ ​blacksmith​ ​shop,​ ​tannery​ ​and​ ​other​ ​mills​ ​located​
​along​ ​the​ ​Mill​ ​Brook​​to​​the​​west​​of​​the​​settlement.​​The​
​water​​rights​​always​​remained​​with​​the​​property​​owner​​of​
​the​​dam.​​The​​dam​​was​​sold​​many​​times​​with​​most​​of​​the​
​owners​ ​trying​ ​to​ ​raise​ ​the​​level​​to​​increase​​waterpower.​

​This​ ​allowed​​the​​outflow​​to​​also​​power​​the​​downstream​
​mills.​​To​​entice​​the​​dam​​owner​​to​​release​​more​​water​​the​
​downstream​ ​mills​ ​shared​ ​their​ ​orders.​ ​The​ ​greatest​
​increase​​in​​the​​pond’s​​depth​​came​​from​​the​​diversion​​of​
​springs​​located​​to​​the​​south​​of​​the​​village​​that​​are​​east​​of​
​the​​large​​cemetery.​​A​​store​​was​​built​​near​​the​​site​​of​​the​
​present​​store​​around​​1816​​that​​was​​replaced​​with​​a​​larger​
​building​​in​​1843.​​Usually,​​the​​post​​office​​was​​inside​​the​
​store​ ​where​ ​the​ ​owner​ ​was​ ​often​ ​the​ ​postmaster.​ ​The​
​Chase​ ​brothers​ ​purchased​ ​the​ ​sawmill​ ​in​ ​1863​ ​and​
​established​ ​a​ ​toy​ ​factory.​ ​Business​ ​was​ ​not​ ​very​ ​active​
​during​ ​the​​Civil​​War.​​With​​the​​return​​of​​the​​soldiers​​the​
​business​ ​grew​ ​when​ ​they​ ​began​ ​shipping​ ​by​ ​railroad.​
​Many​ ​of​ ​the​ ​large​ ​houses​ ​in​ ​the​ ​village​ ​were​ ​built​
​between​ ​1870​ ​and​ ​1885.​ ​They​ ​were​ ​used​ ​during​ ​the​
​workweek​​to​​provide​​rooms​​for​​the​​toy​​factory​​workers.​
​When​ ​the​ ​Chase​ ​Toy​ ​Factory​ ​closed​ ​with​ ​the​ ​sudden​
​death​ ​of​ ​Phillips​ ​Chase​ ​in​ ​1889​ ​the​​village​​change​​was​
​coming.​ ​Several​ ​years​ ​later​ ​the​ ​movement​ ​started​ ​with​
​more​ ​tourists​ ​visiting​ ​northern​ ​New​ ​England​ ​in​ ​the​
​summer. The towns were competing for tourist business.​

​Two​​of​​the​​newer​​families​​in​​the​​area​​understood​​that​​the​
​use​ ​of​ ​Mechanicsville​ ​and​ ​Jackson’s​ ​Pond​ ​did​ ​not​
​advertise​ ​well.​ ​The​ ​Dodds​ ​were​ ​offering​ ​rentals​ ​and​
​owned​​a​​farm​​in​​the​​village,​​and​​the​​Tiffany​​family​​was​
​living​ ​outside​ ​the​ ​village.​ ​They​​led​​the​​effort​​to​​change​
​the​​name​​of​​the​​village​​and​​lake.​​The​​town​​approved​​the​
​change​ ​to​ ​Belmont​ ​with​ ​it​ ​becoming​ ​official​ ​on​
​September​ ​2,​ ​1911.​ ​At​ ​about​ ​the​ ​same​ ​time​ ​the​ ​state​
​approved​ ​the​​change​​from​​Jackson’s​​Pond​​to​​Star​​Lake.​
​The​ ​town​ ​followed​ ​with​ ​a​ ​petition​ ​to​ ​the​ ​federal​
​government for the name change to​
​the post office.​

​4 Corners at Intersection in Belmont. Middle structure​
​is now the church parking area. Perkins House​
​Museum is on the right and Village Baptist Church is​
​on the left​
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​Will White Blacksmith Shop​
​Fundraising Campaign​

​Will White Blacksmith Shop Museum​

​Dear​ ​friends​ ​and​ ​neighbors​​,​ ​A​ ​year​ ​ago,​ ​we​
​embarked​ ​on​​a​​fundraising​​campaign​​to​​restore​​the​​Will​
​White​ ​Blacksmith​ ​Shop​ ​Museum​ ​from​ ​the​ ​brink​ ​of​
​disrepair.​ ​As​ ​many​ ​of​ ​you​ ​know,​ ​water​ ​damage​ ​and​
​flooding​ ​have​ ​taken​ ​a​ ​heavy​ ​toll​ ​on​ ​our​ ​building.​
​Originally,​​our​​goal​​was​​to​​repair​​the​​existing​​foundation​
​as​ ​well​ ​as​ ​securing​ ​and​ ​repairing​ ​the​ ​damage​ ​to​ ​the​
​building.​ ​As​ ​with​ ​any​ ​project​ ​involving​ ​a​ ​structure​ ​of​
​this​ ​age,​​the​​restoration​​revealed​​new​​challenges​​and​​an​
​opportunity​ ​to​ ​not​ ​just​​“patch​​and​​repair”​​but​​to​​protect​
​the​ ​building​ ​for​ ​future​ ​generations.​ ​After​ ​consultation​
​with​ ​experts​ ​and​ ​the​ ​Board,​ ​the​ ​decision​ ​was​ ​made​ ​to​
​raise​ ​the​ ​building,​ ​to​ ​pour​ ​a​ ​new​ ​concrete​ ​foundation,​
​and​ ​repair​ ​the​ ​damage​​to​​the​​structure.​​This​​change​​has​
​shifted​ ​our​ ​budget​ ​from​ ​$150,000​ ​to​ ​$207,000.​ ​We​
​expect​ ​to​ ​begin​ ​the​ ​project​ ​this​ ​coming​​Fall.​​Thanks​​to​
​the​ ​incredible​ ​generosity​ ​of​ ​many,​ ​we​ ​are​ ​thrilled​ ​to​
​share​ ​that​ ​between​ ​our​ ​community’s​ ​$50,000​ ​in​
​donations​ ​and​ ​the​ ​museum’s​ ​own​ ​commitment​ ​of​
​$75,000​ ​in​ ​savings,​ ​we​ ​are​​more​​than​​halfway​​there.​​In​
​addition​ ​to​ ​our​ ​community​ ​and​​internal​​support,​​we​​are​
​aggressively​​pursuing​​external​​funding.​​We​​have​​applied​
​for​ ​the​ ​T​ ​Mobile​ ​Hometown​ ​Grant​ ​for​ ​$50,000​ ​and​
​expect​ ​a​​decision​​by​​late​​May​​2026.​​While​​we​​continue​
​to​ ​identify​ ​and​ ​apply​ ​for​ ​additional​​grant​​opportunities,​
​these​ ​competitive​ ​funds​ ​are​ ​never​ ​guaranteed.​ ​To​ ​cross​
​the​ ​finish​ ​line​​and​​complete​​this​​restoration,​​we​​need​​to​
​raise​ ​the​ ​remaining​ ​$82,000.​ ​If​ ​you​ ​have​ ​already​
​donated,​ ​we​ ​thank​ ​you.​ ​Your​ ​support​ ​made​ ​this​ ​start​
​possible.​

​If you have not yet had the chance, please consider a​
​contribution to help us reach our final goal.​

​Donations can be made by mail to:​
​MHCHM, P.O. Box 17, Belmont VT 05730​

​Secure​ ​online​ ​donations​ ​at:​ ​GIVE​ ​BUTTER​ ​-​
​Https://givebutter.com/HryDbQ​

​Your​​investment​​in​​the​​Will​​White​​Blacksmith​​Shop​​will​
​ensure​​that​​future​​generations​​will​​continue​​to​​learn​​from​
​and appreciate this special part of our community’s past.​

​With​​gratitude,​​Dennis​​Devereux,​​Museum​​Board​​Chair​​Mount​
​Holly​ ​Community​ ​Historical​ ​Museum,​ ​Board​ ​of​ ​Directors:​
​Lynn​ ​Anderson,​ ​Mary​ ​Alberti,​ ​Maggie​ ​Blane,​ ​June​ ​Capron,​
​Sue​​Covalla,​​Philippe​​Crane,​​Dennis​​Devereux,​​Craig​​Fortier,​
​Maria​ ​Fortier,​ ​Susie​ ​Hamilton,​ ​Mary​ ​Leonard,​ ​Karen​ ​Lyon,​
​Stephen​ ​Michel,​ ​Carol​ ​Serravezza,​ ​Peter​ ​Smith,​ ​Pat​ ​Vogel,​
​Alison​ ​Weintraub,​ ​Richard​ ​Weintraub,​ ​Robin​ ​Eatmon​
​(Curator)​
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​2026​ ​MUSEUM SUMMER SCHEDULE        2026​
​Open Each Weekend during June, July and August ~ Saturdays and Sundays 2 to 4 p.m.​

​Note Additional Special Times on Calendar.​
​Perkins House and The Will White Blacksmith Shop Museums  - Belmont,  Vermont​

​July 11th - Belmont Village Tour about the buildings and families (Collection Tour if raining)​
​Meet at Perkins House 2 p.m.​

​July 18th -  Peter Coldwell discusses The Volunteers for Peace groups 2 p.m. Perkins House​

​July 21st Annual meeting at the Odd Fellows Hall at 6 p.m. starting with a potluck meal, short​
​business meeting and a presentation by members of Vermont 250 Commission.​

​August 15th -  Metal detecting display and talk by Rene’ Bugnon 2 p.m. Perkins House​

​August 22nd - Belmont Village tour about the buildings and families (Collection tour if raining)​
​Meet at Perkins House 2 p.m.​

​September 5th   Annual Pork Dinner starting  at 5 p.m. at the Odd Fellows Hall​

​October 10th Cider Days from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and 11th from Noon until 4 p.m.​

​December 5th Festival of Lights at the Odd Fellows Hall in Belmont​
​Preview starting at 3 p.m.  Live auction starts at 4 p.m.​

​GIFT SHOP ITEMS​
​Mammoth Plush Toy $20​

​Mammoth Mug $10​
​Short Sleeve T-Shirt $15​

​Long Sleeve SPF50 Shirt $25​
​Sweatshirt $30​

​Hooded Sweatshirt $35​
​Mammoth Standing Cutout $20​

​Mammoth Ornament $10​
​Mammoth Puzzle $20​

​Mammoth Logo Baseball Caps $20​
​Mammoth Key/Bag Tag $8​

​Visit the Museum to purchase or Contact:   Dennis Devereux​
​ddevereux@vermontel.net​ ​P.O. Box 1 Belmont, VT 05730​ ​802-259-2460​


