From This Side of the Mountain

MOUNT HOLLY COMMUNITY
HISTORICAL SOCIETY TURNS 50
BY SUSAN ORZELL-RANTANEN • PHOTOS PROVIDED BY MHCHS
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the Will White Blacksmith Shop
Museum on the Tarbellville Road,
a stone's throw from the quintessential Village Green in Belmont.
Among its commercial users
throughout the years was Warner
Edminster. “He was a traveling
druggist that made his own liniments, cooking extracts and painkillers. We have many items in
bottles with labels, and the 1870s
printing press he used to make the
labels in our collection there. There's
an old post office. And there's a surrey used to bring guests from the
railroad stations to the village.”
At one time the town boasted “restorative” mineral waters, marketed
by the Rutland-based bottlers Francis
Fenn & Co. Large rooming houses,
originally built for the workers of the
Chase Toy Factory in Mechanicsville,
were turned into hotels for summer
visitors from the city “taking the
waters”. This Chase Toy Factory, on
Lake Street, is now the Odd Fellows
Hall, the site of fund raisers for a
number of organizations in Mount
Holly. Other museum displays date
back to the building's use as a smithy.
Devereux describes the Perkins
House as the second building owned
by the MHCHS. “Civil War veteran
John Taylor came from Plymouth,
Vermont to Mechanicsville in 1866 to
work at the Chase Toy Factory. His
daughter married George Perkins.”
Alice Perkins Bennett, George's
granddaughter, and her nephew
Todd McCabe, donated the house to
the Society in 2004. “We immediately
started fundraising and were able
to replace the barn section as well as
restore the original house,” Devereux
states, adding, “My favorite exhibit
there is the Civil War collection donated by local families.” Along with
historical quilts and family albums
from the township, and long-ago
household necessities from the Perkins' family, are two most unusual
items: a tusk and the cast of a tooth
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above The Sears Cottage was a favorite vacation spot for the Nadler family. photo provided by theresa nadler
below The family donated the Sears Cottage to the Mount Holly Community Historical Society. A slice of it
remains in Belmont.

from a woolly mammoth. A State
Historic Site Marker was erected on
Route 103 near where the fossil was
discovered. This relic, belonging to a
beast estimated at about 1.7 tons, is
recognized by the State as the Vermont Terrestrial Fossil.
A whimsical complement to these
two stolid museum buildings is quite

literally a “slice” of a “Sears Catalog kit
house” donated by the Nyiri-Nadler
family in 2017. Literally only the front
porch and six feet of the infrastructure, including a window, remain of
what was a summer cottage. It was
one of more than 70,000 such homes
sold as kits containing all of the components needed to build a house, and
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The former Will White Blacksmith Shop
is now a museum.

available in about 370 designs. The
Sears Company kits were discontinued in 1940, and most surviving
homes are eligible for inclusion in
the National Register of Historic
Places.
Programs may be considered the
epitome of “interactive exhibits” and
are an entertaining, educational
means of meeting the MHCHS mission of keeping the past palpable.
Schools and other groups large and
small are welcome for organized
tours of the museum, and for guided,
narrated walks through the village
and the cemeteries. The museum
holds an Artfest every other August
where local artists display and sell
their works, as well as an annual
Festival of Lights fundraiser in early
December. They also host one of the
many fundraising dinners at the
Odd Fellows Hall every year. “This
will be my thirty-sixth year of pouring coffee at all the town fund raisers,” chuckles Devereux. In Mount
Holly, even this simple, homey act is
rooted in tradition.
Museum hours are from 12:00 to 2:00
p.m. on Saturday and 2:00 to 4:00 on
Sunday every second weekend of each
month year-round. For more information, contact Dennis Devereux at (802)
259-2460.
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